
RPPS School Council Meeting Minutes  
February 12, 2019 - 7 PM, RPPS Library  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Participants: 
Chair - David Mackie 
Vice Chair - Hazem Abu-Dhalfa 
Past Chair - Imbaw Storer 
Secretary - Varvara Chernogorskaya 
Treasurer - Nicole White 
Member at Large - Candace Amis 
Principal – Barbara Johnston-Iafelice 
Volunteer Coordinator - Sara Silvestri 

 
Regrets:  
Member at Large - Laura Charlton 
OCASC Rep - Christian Denter  
Member at Large - Mireille Boulos 
Teacher Representative - Heather Gordon 
 
 

Parent Representative – Sally Thorpe 
Book Fair (and acting secretary) - Christina Leadlay 
Member at Large - Eric Grenon  
Member at Large - David Tucker 
Member at Large - Natalie Runoff 
Children’s Festival - Joni Hamlin 
 
 

1. Approval of / Additions or Changes to Agenda  
Dave Mackie made a few changes to the Agenda, including swapping the order of presenta-
tions. Christina Leadlay moved to approve the new agenda, seconded by Nicole White.  
Carried.  
 

2. Approval of January 19, 2019 Minutes  
Hazem Abu-Dhalfa moved to approve the minutes as presented; seconded by Nicole White. 
Carried.  
 

3. Children’s Festival  – Joni Hamlin  
Joni updated Council on the plans for the school trip to the Children’s Festival on May 9, 
2019. The kindergartens will not be joining the group this year. Joni will ask Jennifer La-
marche for an updated number of students so Joni can order the correct number of buses. 
She will be using Bradley, which is charging $170 + HST per bus. Likely need seven or eight 
buses. Each class will get four free adult tickets to the festival. Nicole gave Joni a cheque for 
half of the total amount. Joni summarized the workshops and performances that RPPS stu-
dents will be seeing. 
 

4. Street safety – Sally Thorpe  
Sally Thorpe provided an update on her School Zone Safety plan and motion. She passed 
around a package with proposals for RPPS based on what is already implemented at Broad-
view Public School. Sally’s wish list includes: 30 km/h zone around the school area, cleared 
sidewalks in winter, speed monitoring on Springfield, marked cycling routes, sidewalks all 
around the school (Imbaw Storer noted that Rockcliffe Park heritage rules permit sidewalks in 
certain areas including schools), more crosswalks (which the City of Ottawa requires go from 
sidewalk to sidewalk), no U-turns on Springfield, and visible, clear signage around the school. 
 
Sally had drafted a motion which she hoped School Council would endorse. She would like to 
present it to the City while it is reviewing traffic safety in February, so it is time-sensitive. 
Council read through the motion and discussed the details. Sally will make changes to the 
motion and re-send it to council. Imbaw moved to support the motion pending the changes. 
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Dave Tucker seconded and the motion passed. Sally will send an updated document to Dave 
Mackie to sign on behalf of council.  
 
ACTION ITEM: Sally Thorpe to update School Zone Safety motion and send to Dave Mackie, 
who will approve it on behalf of Council 
 

5. Author Workshops – Candace Amis  
Candace confirmed that the Authors Workshops will take place May 15-16, 2019, from 
9:30am-12:30pm. The Kinders-Grade 5 will have their workshops on May 15; Grade 6s will 
get their workshops on May 16. Candace has met with MASC (Multicultural Arts Schools 
Communities) to draft a program for RPPS students featuring MASC artists. Many workshops 
are literary-based, though not necessarily book-based. More interactive than in the past. 
Sonia Doyon from the Rockcliffe Park public library will still be attending May 15 to provide 
story-time for the kinder classes. Candace is looking to keep the class sizes as they are, and 
will be using the library and the small gyms for some workshops. Each class will get two ses-
sions, which will cost approx. $400 combined. With the approx. total for workshops and 
brunch coming in around $5,500, Candace asked Council for an increase in the AW budget 
(which is currently $5,000). Nicole White confirmed there is room in the School Council 
budget to accommodate the increase.  
 

6. Business from Minutes/Action items 

• Laura Charlton has presented Principal Barbara Johnston-Iafelice with details about 
the Ottawa Safety Council’s Walk Safe Program, which Barbara presented to staff ear-
lier today. 

• Barbara has circulated a request for communications help to the school community 

• Mireille Boulos has successfully organized the Spirit clothing campaign. 

• Barbara has sent out a message concerning sidewalk safety to the school community 

• Dave has had no luck connecting with Ann Steele from the Rockcliffe Daycare Centre. 
He will keep trying. 

• Laura was absent, so she will discuss the changes to the survey at the next meeting 
 

7. Chair Report – Dave Mackie  
Dave reported on behalf of Mireille Boulos that the Spirit clothing drive was a success. Cloth-
ing is expected to be delivered on March 7. Council will hold a sort night to help distribute the 
107 items ordered. The bill was $2,200. The company used was Ottawa Shirt Company, 
which Dave seems pleased with so far. Fifteen extra grad shirts have been ordered. 
 
April 18 will be the Spring Fling (formerly the Dance-a-thon). FAIR club is organizing it again. 
Council could not recall if Principal Katia had ordered a DJ before her departure, so Barbara 
will contact teacher Amber Clement (FAIR club coordinator) to confirm. 
 
ACTION ITEM: Barbara to confirm with Amber Clement and FAIR Club whether DJ is needed 
 
Grandparents Day will take place May 10 and will be an afternoon event, as it was in 2018. 
Council discussed accommodating grandparents who speak languages other than French 
and English. Natalie Runoff agreed to take over organizing this event from Nicole White, so 
they will coordinate the details together. Natalie will liaise with Sara Silvestri to recruit volun-
teers for the day. Varvara Chernogorskaya expressed interest in helping out. 
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Blanket exercise: Dave confirmed that RPPS did received the Parents Reaching Out (PRO) 
grant for this school-wide event, which must be used by the end of the school year, as a re-
port needs to be submitted in July. Jane Hooker is unable to coordinate the events. Fortu-
nately, Hazem Abu-Dhalfa has agreed to take over as organizer. No date or time for the event 
has been settled. 
 
School barbecue will take place June 20. Time to be confirmed. Dave will contact Andrew 
Hamlin to see if he can help out as in the past. June 28 will be the Teachers Appreciation 
Lunch on the final PA Day. Catering by Coconut Lagoon. 
 

8. Principal’s Report – Barbara Johnston-Iafelice 
Barbara will continue to be RPPS Principal until April 1, 2019. 
 
She congratulated the boys and girls tripleball teams who both received gold and silver in 
their respective tournaments earlier that day. She spoke at Kindergarten Info Night, and re-
ports that registration is on par for this time last year. She has been giving tours to many pro-
spective families. Winter Play Day was picture-perfect. Last week was Spirit Week, and report 
cards went home Feb. 14.  
 
Barbara reported that staff have asked about the budget for repairing pianos. One piano is 
coming to the school and another need repair. They are looking for volunteers to help unload 
the new piano later this week. She asked if there was money in the budget for piano tuning. 
 
She also noted that there is a family in crisis at RPPS, with the mother and the youngest child 
both in hospital. The father has left his job to take care of the other four children full time, and 
they are struggling financially. The Education Foundation can offer $100. Council discussed 
opening the School Cash Online and asking RPPS families to make contributions. Nicole sug-
gested paying for hot lunches, milk and pizza for the two children who attend RPPS. Barbara 
will discuss with Jennifer Lamarche about opening School Cash Online. Dave said Council 
can donate $300. He will contact Mazzola about providing free hot lunches to the two stu-
dents. 
 
ACTION ITEM: Barbara to ask Jennifer to open School Cash online for helping family in 
need; Dave to contact Mazzolla to get free lunches for two students 
 
Skating – RPPS is sharing the rink with Elmwood School and there have been a few issues, 
ranging from people driving their cars onto the rink, so lack of signage and equipment being 
left out. School staff will be changing the boundaries for where students can play to prevent 
safety issues during recess. The school has to figure out how to deal with the City and the 
Hosers, and how to gain access to the fieldhouse. 
 
 

9. Updates 
a) Treasurer’s Report – Nicole White 

Nicole reported that not many cheques have gone out lately, but many activities are in the 
works, so she expects more to be written soon. The new librarian has been in touch with her 
to get funding for new library books. 
 

b) Book Fair update – Christina Leadlay 
Christina apologized for not having the Book Fair report ready for today’s meeting, but will en-
deavour to have it ready for the March Council meeting. 
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She put a call out for volunteers for Feb 23, when Book Fair will be receiving approx. 300 
boxes of leftover books from the Kanata United Church’s used book sale. She needs six peo-
ple to help load the truck in Kanata, and about a dozen others at RPPS to unload into the 
girls’ storage room. Sara Silvestri has been helping put the call our for volunteers. 
 
Christina joined Dave and Barbara to speak at Kindergarten Info Night on Jan. 30. 
 
The book donations bins remain closed until the spring. The committee will likely have a 
meeting in the spring, and combine it with a book sort night and pizza. Details to follow. 
 
Council discussed the role of the class parent as a contact point for communications. 
 

c) Volunteer Coordinator – Sara Silvestri 
Sara didn’t have a report, noting that Christina had covered the current volunteer need in the 
Book Fair report. 

 
d) OCASC representative – Christian Denter 

Dave Mackie reported on behalf of Christian, who is looking for guidance from Council about 
how to vote at the next OCASC meeting on three motions, which Dave distributed. Council 
discussed the motions, which included items on the so-called Sex-Ed curriculum and the 
“snitch line”. Council has agreed to support all the motions and it was noted that Council also 
supports diversity. 

 
e) RPRA grant taxes – Imbaw Storer 

As Imbaw had to depart the meeting early, he will present this item at the March meeting. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9pm.  
 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, March 19, 7 p.m. in the RPPS Library.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


